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those civilians. It is their death which is the direct
and essential purpose, because it is hoped that in
this way the morale of the country will be destroyed.
On the other hand, the purpose of the food blockade
is not to kill the women and children, but to deprive
the enemy of essential war material. * An army, like
a serpent, travels on its belly', is Frederick the
Great's best-known aphorism, and, unlike many
other aphorisms, it is true. By reducing the amount
of available food in Germany the efficiency of the
army will be directly affected. The Germans have
spoken much about women and children, but they
seem to have forgotten that the English phrase
'women and children first5 means that these should
be saved first. If they remember this, then it will be
the army and the men working in the armament
factories, and not the women and children, who will
have to be satisfied with reduced rations. From
another standpoint, the problem of foodstuffs is
also of direct military importance because fats are
essential to the manufacture of explosives. There are
sufficient fats in Germany and the countries occupied
by her to satisfy the essential needs of every person
there. It is only because Germany has used this
fat for explosives that there is so serious a shortage.
The direct result of sending fats to Germany is
therefore, not that a German baby will be kept from
starvation, but that a bomb will be manufactured
which may kill English women and children.
The German contention that a blockade instituted
for such a purpose is illegal cannot be supported
by reference to any authority on International Law
(except, of course, the recent German books on the